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arly Reading

Becoming a Reader

There are many things that you can do to help.

I. Read aloud daily. Point to the words.
Encourage your child to “read” along. It's o.k. if he
is reacling from memory.

2. Provide a place to write and writing supplics.

3. Talk with your chifd about his tife and interests.

4. Discuss new vocabulary words.

3. Model a love for reading and writing.

Based on: "Reading and Language: Young Child and Kindergartner”, PES,
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Meet Rosemary Wells

Rosemary Wells is the author and illustrator of over
90 children's books. She is the author of the popular
Max and Ruby and MeDuff scrics. Rosemary has
been writing children's books for over 30 years.

She explains that "Reading to your little one is just
like potting gold coins in the bank. It will pay you
back tenfold. Your daughter will learn, and imagine.
and be strong in herself. Your son will thrive, and
give your love back forever.” You can learn more
about Rosemary Wells at rosemarywells.com.

Based on: Rosemary Wells, "Read to Yeu Bunny and Parents: The Most
Important Twenty Minutes of Your Day",

httpiffrosemary wells. comyivp-content uploads/ 2009/ 65/ READ_To_vour_EU
Ty . pur

Learning Words by Sight

Sight words arc words that your child can read without having
to sound them out. They are often very common words such
as "the”, "said", and "vou", These sight or high frequency
words make up at least 50% of the words most students
encounter while reading.

To help your child practice, make Masl cards on index cards
or let her highlight sight words found in the newspaper.
You can find a list of the 220 most {requently used sight
words if you search the Internet for Dolch Sight Word List.

Based on: Julie A, Dayirut, M.A., “Sight Words®, Super Duper Hanty Handouts Humber
200, mtp:llwww.superdupcrmc.com.rhandcutsfpuffzoo__ﬂgmworus pdf

Learning Your ABC's

Learning the alphabet is one of the first literacy related activitics
that children do. Many children begin singing the "Alphabet Song”
at three or four years old. [n addition to being able to sing the
letters in order, we want children to be able to identify individual
letters and begin learning their sounds. Alphabet books are a areat
way ta da this.

Miss Spider's ABC Book, By David Kirk
Museum ABC, by the Metropolitan Museum of Art
An Ao Z Walk in the Park, by R. M. Smith

Alphabet City, by T. Johnson
Q is for Duck: An Alphabet Guessing Game, by Michael Folsom

Additional activitics for learning letters can be lound on the next
page of this newsletier,

What Research Says

Reading aloud o children helps them develop language and
literacy skifls. The more that a voung child is read to. the more
likely he is going to experience school and reading success.

Many families may not have books and other reading materials
in the home. Fowever, that is not an obstacle. Your child should
be able 1o check books out of the school's library. In addition 1o
that. you can go to your local library. Most libraries lend a
variety ol types of materials including books on tape. educational
videos, soflware. games. puppets, and big books!

Based on: “Facts About Reading Aloud”, Reading Is Fundamenlal,
v.-w-'.-.nl.org.'parenlsfalucles,fFact_reaUmgAlaud.:1xs||x
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Focus on Early Reading
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Literacy Materials tor Home Where to Look ror Boolts
There are o lot of simple materials that you already [n today's ceonomy, many fanilies find buy ing books o be a
Bave or that you can purchase from a dollar swore i fsuny patlier than a necessity, This dows not need o stop you
can help your child learn the alphabet and letter fronii Femling iy yourehild, You can find chicap books ut:

sarage siles, tilt stores. dollar swres. book fairs. through
Book clubs like Scholastic. and on the Internet (0 Bay and
Magnetic [eters [ali.con.

Alphabet Rash cards

NI

[ clicr stamps
vphabet pussles
ABC hooks
Latter tiles

OF course. the largest selection of baoks is available tor free
at sour local librars ! Borrow ing books trom the library
allow s you aceess o a great variety and number of books for

ree!

Alphaleet Blocks
l-oam letters

L 2ooks to Read Aloud

Vv Dowand tie Barthdav N vsters, by David Adler

Papa. Please_Get the Moon for Me, By Fric Carle

Tell Me Avain_ About the Night I Was Born. by Jaime [ee Curtis
Giggle, Gipoele, Quack. by Doreen Cronin

Diary of a Flv. by Doreen Cronin

T@Chﬂ@i@g‘y Corner Koalky [ou, by Mem Fox

Ae First, by Lielen Leswer

here are many educational sofiware programs designed

for soung children (4-6) that you may Hind belprul. Based on: Ty Fawd fmenca Geraoste kook I fm fa e300 5, Faad
Sight Words with Samson. by Know ledge Wand N g ok |

Clitlord the Biv Red Doy Reading. by Scholastic o @y

Reading Blaster tor Kindergarten. by Know ledge & e " Gl

Adventure _ L j gy

Reader Rabbit Reading 4-6. by The Learning Company - rns o

Jnmpstart Phonics. by Knowledge Adventure i - A 7l .
s i s

You can leam more about reading sofiware at: Super Kids
Ldueatonal Software Review, wawwsupetKids.com,

"Once vou learn to read, you will be forever free.”
Frederich Douglass
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Activities to Try at Home
There are many tun and casy ways that your chilld can practice letiers and the alphabat e home,

© Rainbow Letters: Write letters of the alphabet and then Jet vour child trace the letters witls different color crayons.

* Alphabet Book: Make an alphabet book by stapling paper together. Have vour child practice writing ihe letters ol the
alphabet on cach page. Students ready w work on letter souncls con draw pictures of objects tha begin with each leter.

% Seavenger Hunt: Write letters of the alphabet on pieces of paper and hide them in the house or vard. Tave your child
see how many he can find in five minues.

= Human Alphabet: Tlave your child practice making leters of the alphabet w ith her bouly

Based ong v by Pewins 15350 Phors fom A -2, Teading Paiiuices.
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